FRAME

Fund for the Replacement of Animals in Medical Experiments

ANNUAL REPORT

For the period 1 April 2002 to 31 March 2003

Highlights of the Year

The fourth FRAME Annual Lecture, Reduction,
Refinement and Replacement: Putting the Immune
System to Work, was given by Professor Ian Kimber
(Syngenta, CTL) at the Royal College of Physicians,
London, on 16 October 2002.

The FRAME Research Programme was 20 years old
last year, and FRAME has produced a 24-page illustrated
booklet describing the development and major achieve-
ments of its research activities. The Research
Programme is being conducted both in the FRAME office
and at the University of Nottingham Medical School, in
the FRAME Alternatives Laboratory (FAL) and the
Molecular Toxicology Laboratory. Work continues at the
FAL to develop and further improve organotypic tissue
culture models for the safety testing of cosmetics and toi-
letries, and substances that could affect the tracheo-
bronchial tract. The FAL is also participating in an inter-
national interlaboratory collaborative trial to validate tis-
sue culture methods for determining the acute toxicities
of substances. The Molecular Toxicology Laboratory
continues with a project to develop a high throughput
screening system based on the use of heat-shock protein
gene expression, and a new project on optimising the
use of liver cells in culture.

A scientific collaboration is continuing with several
pharmaceutical companies to minimise the use of labora-
tory dogs. FRAME also continues its work on assessing
the scientific use of non-human primates, and a project to
design and develop a Web site on humane endpoints has
almost been completed. FRAME continues to contribute
to research on several other important issues, including
the use of genetically modified animals, food toxicity,
endocrine disruptor and vaccine testing, the scientific
use of cats, the validation of quantitative structure—activi-
ty relationship approaches, and the batch testing of
Botox. One of the principal activities of FRAME has been
in developing and implementing a FRAME initiative in
response to a White Paper issued by the EU on the safety
testing of chemicals. FRAME also contributed important
information, and published its responses, to several
major reports, including that of the House of Lords Select
Committee on Animals in Scientific Procedures.

The launch of the FRAME initiative on chemicals testing
and the 20-year anniversary of its research programme
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were celebrated and publicised at a House of Lords
reception on 26 April 2002, hosted by FRAME'’s patron, the
Lord Soulsby of Swaffham Prior.

FRAME’s two scientific committees (the Reduction
Committee and the third Toxicity Committee) were active
during the year. Members of the Reduction Committee
continue to add to the information on the experimental
design and statistical analysis of animal experiments,
which has been put into the public domain. FRAME also
organised a symposium on reduction, on 16-17 October
2002, at the Scientific Societies Lecture Theatre, London.
The FRAME Toxicity Committee organised a workshop at
the University of Nottingham on 11-12 December 2002, at
which each of its working groups reported on progress.

FRAME scientific staff have participated in several
workshops and meetings, in addition to those mentioned
above, and gave a number of presentations and chaired
workshops and symposia at the Fourth World Congress
on Alternatives and Animal Use in the Life Sciences, held
in New Orleans, on 11-15 August 2002.

FRAME continues to campaign on a number of issues
concerned with animal experimentation, especially via
the All Party Parliamentary FRAME Group at Westminster.
FRAME also continues to publish its newsletter FRAME
News and its informational and educational material. A
Focus on FRAME educational leaflet on the use of human
cells and tissues is in the final stages of preparation, and
leaflets on the EU chemicals testing policy and on the use
of primates are being written. The FRAME Web site,
which includes copies of the Focus leaflets, a compre-
hensive guide on how to search for alternatives, and infor-
mation on experimental design and statistical analysis of
animal experiments, is being completely re-designed.

Personnel Changes

Dr Iwan Thomas left FRAME to become a freelance con-
sultant, and Dr Elizabeth Jenkins left FRAME to work in
industry.

Dr Jennifer Dandrea joined FRAME as a Scientific Officer.



Financial Review

Income 2002-2003
£630,468

Legacies £77,786 (12.3%)

Research £295,933 (46.9%)

General Subscriptions and Donations £100,361 (15.9%)

Investments £48,279 (7.7%)

Publications £101,333 (16.1%)
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- Technical and Professional Services £6776 (1.1%)

With total income increasing marginally compared with the
prior year, and expenditure being reduced by 4%, the
deficit before changes in investment values was reduced
from £105,000 to £73,000. FRAME was again adversely
affected by a further fall in income from legacies; income
from this source fell to £78,000 compared to £146,000 in the
prior year and an all-time high of £422,000 in the year to

31 March 1999. Much thought and effort have been devot-
ed during the past several months to what steps can be
taken to reverse this decline.

A scheme whereby smaller industrial supporters are
invited to become corporate members of FRAME has been
successfully further developed during the year, and
income from this source increased to £41,000 during the
year compared with a previous year level of £30,000. A fur-
ther increase in income from corporate members is antici-
pated during the current financial year.

Financial support for FRAME'’s research effort has been
maintained at a similar level to that of the previous year, but
it must be acknowledged that the financial environment fac-
ing FRAME is becoming increasingly difficult. The pressure

Expenditure 2002-2003
£703,546

Fundraising and Publicity £41,425 (5.9%)

Research £395,219 (56.2%)

Establishment and Depreciation £16,476 (2.3%)

Administration £24,484 (3.5%)

Publications £139,900 (19.9%)

Technical Services £86,042 (12.2%)
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on companies to reduce costs and concentrate on factors
which affect short-term share values is very apparent, and is
making it increasingly difficult for FRAME to maintain
income from the larger of its industrial supporters.

In common with other charities having investments in the
stock market, FRAME experienced significant erosion of its
asset values in the 12 months to the end of March 2003,
with a fall in value of £124,000 of combined realised and
unrealised losses.

Because of the difficult financial circumstances, further
steps have been taken to reduce costs both at the FRAME
offices and at its research laboratories at the University of
Nottingham. With the exception of research undertaken on
specific projects and for which specific funding has been
arranged, the number of staff employed at the laboratory
has been reduced to the minimum required to maintain an
effective research activity.

Because of the excess of expenditure over income and
the fall in investment values, FRAME’s balance sheet total
fell by just under £200,000 to £1.1 million during the year.
FRAME does, however, have sufficient liquidity to meet its
current and future commitments.

FRAME considers that the current scale of live animal
experimentation is unacceptable and should not be
allowed to continue. However, FRAME recognises that
the immediate and total abolition of all animal experimen-
tation is not possible, if vital medical research is to con-
tinue and the remaining diseases that lessen the quality of
human and animal life are to be overcome, and if new
consumer products, medicines, and industrial and agri-
cultural chemicals are to be tested in order to identify
potential hazards to human and animal health and to the
environment.

FRAME advocates the Three Rs approach to this problem,
believing that the most immediate prospects are for reduc-

The Aims of FRAME

ing the numbers of animals used through better science
and better experimental design, and refining procedures
so that the suffering of animals necessarily used is min-
imised, while the long-term aim of eliminating the need for
live-animal experiments altogether, lies in the proper
development, validation and acceptance of replacement
alternative methods.

FRAME is a charitable trust, founded in 1969, and is con-
trolled solely by up to six honorary trustees, who employ
scientific and administrative staff to work in five main areas,
namely: legislative and regulatory reform; scientific
research; publications; specific campaigns; and public
education.
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Donations from Trusts

FRAME gratefully acknowledges the support of the following Trusts, from which a total of £52,718 was received during the year:

Sylvia Aitken Charitable Trust

Ash Yeo Trust

John and Susan Bowers Fund

Basil Brown Charitable Trust

The Buccleuch Charitable Foundation

The Richard Cadbury Charitable Trust

The Marjorie Coote Animal Charities
Trust

The Russell & Mary Foreman 1980
Charitable Trust

The Barry Green Memorial Fund
Mrs H L Grimwade Charitable Trust
The Jane Hodge Foundation

Sir Charles Jessel’s Charitable Trust
Dolly Knowles Charitable Trust

The Maurice Laing Foundation

The Miller Foundation
The Robertson Trust

Jean Sainsbury Animal Welfare Trust

Sylvanus Charitable Trust

The Uxbridge Charitable Trust
Walker 597 Trust

The Barbara Welby Trust

The Wellcome Trust

Mr & Mrs O ] Whitley Charitable Trust
The Leslie Williams Trust

The D M & ] Wood Deposit Trust

Mrs Norah C B Barnaby of Ruthin
Miss Marjorie C E Coe of London
Mrs Lilian E Finlay of Whitby

Mrs Ethel J Gray of Bath

Miss Lily M Murfitt of Poole

Mrs Poppy A I M Kaller of King’s Lynn

Legacies Bequeathed to FRAME

Legacy income during the year totalled £77,786. FRAME received bequests from the following supporters:

Miss Mollie A Parsons of Petersfield

Miss Lorna B Ritchie of York

Miss Betty ] Roscoe of Exeter

Miss Kathleen M Slater of Seaford

Mrs Eileen Trump of Uckfield

Miss Dorothy M Whitehead of Middlewich

FRAME Corporate Membership

1. Five-star Members

These are companies which donate an annual
sum of £10,000 or more. Corporate benefactors
may collaborate with FRAME in specific or
general research projects or contribute to the

2. Three-star Members

These are companies which
donate an annual sum of
£2000-£10,000, either for
defined purpose or for general

3. One-star Members

These are companies which donate an annual
sum of £500-£2000 to the general fund. Such
donations are of particular value in providing
money for activities such as education and

general funding of FRAME. funding. publicity, which do not involve research.
Asda Stores Ltd Amersham plc S Black Ltd
AstraZeneca UK Ltd Aventis Pharma Ltd Carter Products Ltd

Avon Products Inc

The Boots Company plc
British American Tobacco
The Gillette Company
Lever Fabergé Ltd
Marks & Spencer plc
Pfizer Litd

Procter & Gamble Ltd
Reckitt Benckiser plc
RSPCA

Safeway Stores plc

J Sainsbury plc

Shell International Ltd
Unilever

British Association for
Chemicals Specialities

Coty UK Litd

CuDos Ltd

GlaxoSmithKline Ltd

Robert McBride Ltd

Merck Sharp & Dohme

Next plc

SafePharm Laboratories
Ltd

Somerfield Stores Ltd

Tesco Stores Ltd

Waitrose Ltd

Woolworths plc

Colgate-Palmolive Ltd

A & E Connock Ltd

Covance Laboratories Ltd

Ecover UK Litd

Firmenich UK Ltd

Givaudan UK Ltd

Goldschmidt UK Ltd

Huntingdon Life Sciences Ltd
Inveresk Research International Ltd
Johnson & Johnson Ltd

Johnson Wax Ltd

Laboratory Animals Ltd

Mercona (GB) Ltd
Sanofi-Synthelabo Research

Smith & Nephew Research Ltd
Swallowfield Consumer Products Ltd
Thor Group

TNO BIBRA International Ltd

Russell & Burch House, 96-98 North Sherwood Street, Nottingham, NG1 4EE

Tel: 0115 958 4740;

Patron:

Fax: 0115 950 3570;
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